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Collection, or a Selection. Unique Pieces from the Collection of lIwona Siewierska
THE EXHIBITION

A collection is about emotions, passion, continuous choices. Earlier presentations of Iwona Siewierska’s collection were
titled: Collection, or Emotions and Collection, or a Passion. The exhibition at the National Museum in Gdansk is titled Collection, or a
Selection. Unique exhibits from the collection of Iwona Siewierska. Creating an art collection means making all kinds of decisions
every step of the way. The word “selection” naturally became the next term to describe the collection when it came to titling the
exhibition. The work on the exhibition also required many choices, most of all in view of it being displayed in the interiors of the
Abbotts’ Palace in Gdansk’s district of Oliwa or the photographs in the catalogue.

Of course, the key was to select the art for the Gdanisk exhibition in a way that would be consistent with the intent, which has been
to present an overview of the collection and to display the diversity of creations made in ceramic material: the multitude of forms,
techniques, materialas and colours of the ceramic works. The exhibition curator selected the work of 80 artists from various
generations. The largest group represented here is from Wroctaw, Poland’s most important centre of ceramic art. There are also
works by Gdansk-based ceramicists and artists from all over the world.

The pieces accumulated by lwona Siewierska are an excellent reflection of the development of ceramics as an artistic discipline over
a period of sixty year and of the potential it holds. Its universal quality is visible, say, in the diversity of the ceramic items where, next
to forms that derive from traditional receptacles, tiles or figurines, there are objects with a purely artistic pedigree: ceramic
sculptures and compositions.

Ceramics have always played both a practical and ornamental role. At lIwona Siewierska’s garden in Jelenia Géra, only a taste of which
is shown at the exhibition, ceramic forms exist as sculptures in the open air. Some of them, however, serve as ornamental plant pots
or unique ceramic seats and tables. The exhibition is complemented with a presentation of the paintings and drawings by some of
the ceramic artists, as a background to their ceramic sculptures.



THE COLLECTION

Amassed since 1987, the collection has over 600 items, the work of 150 Polish and international artists. It includes pieces by the Poland’s
most celebrated unique ceramics artists, including Krystyna Cybinskia, Bronistaw Wolanin, Henryk Lula, Janina Karczewska-Konieczna, Irena
Lipska-Zworska, Wtadystaw Garnik, Mirostaw Kocinski, Grazyna Ptocica, alongside the celebrated sculptress Elzbieta Grosseova and the
Spanish artist lvan Prieto.

To date, Iwona Siewierska’s collection has been showcased at three exhibitions in Poland: the BWA Galleries in Wroctaw and Jelenia Godra,
and at Ksigz Castle (in 2012), and at two exhibitions outside Poland, at the Polish Institutes in Prague and Bratislava (in 2013-2014). The
exhibitions were accompanied by catalogues.

The works in this collection are often provided on loan to exhibitions at various institutions (like the Porcelain Museum in Watbrzych, the
Ceramics Museum in Bolestawiec and the Academies of Fine Arts in Gdansk and Wroctaw).

The collection was reported on in various magazines, including the German Neue Keramik (article by Prof. Grazyna Ptocica from 2016
titled Kolekcja ceramiki, czyli przemiana przez sztuke [Ceramics collection, a transformation through art]) and the Rynek i Sztuka website
(Patterns painted by fire: an interview with lwona Siewierska, ceramics collector and founder of the UNIKAT Foundation, 2012). Last year, an
interview with the collection’s owner was featured in Czas na Wnetrze magazine (Collection of Emotions).

Ever since it was first shown, lwona Siewierska’s collection has been regularly expanding in both scale and scope. Its owner builds it with
great awareness, proficiency in technical matters and a courage to demonstrate her own tastes. Almost all of the ceramic pieces are by
artists who the collector is friends and has a good social relationship with.

A ceramic art exhibition is an opportunity to promote and popularise this most niche genre of art, which is why we want to show it in its new
and updated incarnation.



THE COLLECTOR

Iwona Siewierska is a graduate of Wroctaw Medical University. She works in the pharmaceutical industry, is a member of the
Programme Council of the Porcelain Museum in Watbrzych and the WL4 Mleczny Piotr Przestrzen Sztuki Society in Gdansk. She
collects contemporary ceramic art.

In 2011, lwona Siewierska founded the Unikat Foundation, which works to popularise unique ceramics through activities including
education and exhibitions. At http://fundacjaunikat.pl/ you can find all the up-to-date information about its work.

Iwona Siewierska wrote three books dedicated to her collecting passion: W duecie ze sztukg (2017), O emocjach tworzenia (2019),
with the third book in the series, Do trzech razy sztuka, to be published soon. For the second one, she received a number of
prestigious awards (Indigo Design Awards, Book Design, Silver, in the Netherlands, bronze in European Design Awards in Greece and
a special prize at the Polish Graphic Design Awards).

Curator: Joanna Szymula-Grygiel
In collaboration with: Iwona Siewierska

Organised by:

National Museum in Gdansk

Local Authorities of the Pomorskie Voivodship

Poland’s Ministry of Culture, National Heritage and Sport

Honorary auspices: Mieczystaw Struk, Marshal of the Pomorskie Voivodship

Partner: UNIKAT

Link to video from exhibition:
https://youtu.be/rw8s9Pw72pA
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